IRISH

Unlocking

With three simple steps and a stack
of useful phrases, your Irish will
improve in leaps and bounds

ESSAY WRITING MADE EASY - SOME SIMPLE STEPS

Higher and ordinary level

When practising the composition, you should always bear in
mind that 80 per cent of marks are for the standard and richness
of Irish and that only 20 per cent of marks are for the actual con-
tent of the composition itself. These facts should help to deter-
mine how you prepare for the essay and how you maximise your
marks.

Three simple steps: I have often found when teaching essay
writing that most students have plenty of good ideas for the con-
tent but cannot think of the vocabulary to put their ideas into prac-
tice. So I am going to teach you how to plan and write a really
good essay in three simple steps.

Step one

The first step involves learning a treasure chest of expressions
and useful phrases that can be used in lots of different essays. You
learn a number of these every week until you have learned approx-
imately 40-50 of them.

Iinclude here a number of nathanna cainte for you to learn off
by heart. I suggest that you learn at least five nathanna cainte each
week but I would expect most students would wish to learn them
at a faster rate.

Step Two
When you have learned most of the nathanna cainte you should
practise using them. Each time you have an essay, letter, scéal,
combhrj, or indeed any other Irish writing to do, you should write
down all of the nathanna cainte that you can remember at the top
of the page under the heading “obair gharbh”.

Only then should you start to write your composition. This
method has some major advantages for you.
# You know that you have some terrific rich vocabulary for your
composition.
@ The nathanna cainte will give you come super ideas for your
composition and will give you great confidence.

Step three

The final step involves writing out the nathanna cainte as obair
gharbh (rough work) every time you have to write an examina-
tion. Remember that “practise makes perfect” so you should prac-
tise, practise and practise this method because it will really work
for you.

I have taught this method of writing composition to many dif-
ferent classes, and indeed to many different standards, and it has
worked for every single student that has tried it and stuck with it.
Perseverance pays. Try it and you’ll like it.

Nathanna Usaideacha (Le Ra N6 Le Scriobh) —
Your Treasure Chest

This is number of nathanna tsaideacha (useful phrases) that can
be used either for writing compositions or answering questions in
the oral Irish exam.

Students should learn at least five nathanna every week for a
few weeks until a treasure chest of words/phrases/expressions
have been built up.

These nathanna cainte are designed to improve your vocabu-
lary and add to your saibhreas (richness). Of course you could
add extra nathanna cainte that we don’t include here eg: Ar nés na
gaoithe (very quickly).

Strategy

® Learn at least five nathanna each week.

® Give yourself a weekly test and a monthly test to see how well
you have learned and can remember the nathanna.

# Use whatever nathanna you have learned in your classwork
and when doing your homework.

# You will find that your standard of Irish will improve rapidly.
@ You will also find that your standard of Irish will improve
beyond recognition.

Your treasure chest — Na Nathanna
Seachtain 1

Taim ag ceapadh - I think
Déarfainn - I'd say

Silim - I think

Creidim - I believe

Measaim - I think
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Seachtain 2

Ar an gcéad dul sios - first of all
Ar aon nés - anyway

Pé scéal é - in any case?

Dala an scéil - by the way

Trid is trid - through and through

Seachtain 3

Bhuel - well

Is fior sin - that's true

Nil bréag ar bith ansin - there’s no lie in that
Meastu - I wonder, do you think

Is amhlaidh - it seems

Seachtain 4

Dar m'anam - upon my soul

Go hairithe - especially

Dairire - really

Creid é n6 né creid - believe it or not
Go deo na ndeor - for ever and ever

Seachtain 5

Is breé liom - I like

Is aoibhinn liom - I really like

Ta mé craiceiilte faoi - I'm crazy about
Is fuath liom - I hate

Is grain liom - Idetest

Seachtain 6

Nibheadh a thios agat - you'd never know

Ta a fthios ag an saol - everybody knows

Nil bartil d4 laghad agam - I haven't a clue

Is trua liom/Is oth liom a r4 - I'm sorry to say

Nil a fhios agam 6 thalamh an domhain - I have no idea whatsoev-
er

Seacthain 7

Mar a ddirt mé cheana - as I said before
Cuir i gcés - for example

Go sabhala Dia muid - God save us

Go bhféire Dia orainn - God protect us
Buiochas le Dia - thanks be to God

Seachtain 8

Sal4 atd inniu ann - nowadays
Faoi lathair - at present
Ilathair na huaire - at present
Na laethanta seo - nowadays
Le déanai - lately

Seachtain 9

Amach anseo - in the future

Sa todhchai - in the future

Ar ball/Ar ball beag - in a while/in a little while
Gan romhoill - without much delay

San am at4 ag teacht - in the future

Seachtain 10

Taim ar n6s cuma liom faoi - I couldn't

Is beag é mo mheas air - I don't think

Is cuma sa diabhal liom - I couldn't care less

Nil ach fiorbheagain eolais agam faoi - I know very little
about it

Diaidh ar ndiaidh - little by little

Seachtain 11

Chomh maith leis sin - as well as that
Go mér mor - especially

Ar n6s - such as, for example

Ag an am céanna - at the same time

1 dtus béire - first of all



