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Approaching the
real thing

As you get nearer the day of the exams, some more specific
guidelines will help.

There will be a picture question first on the paper — usually
some famous faces. With some changes in party leaders and
TDs this year, a few of these might pop up. Find out what the
new leaders look like, and what parties they belong to: for exam-
ple, Eamon Gilmore (Labour), John Gormley (Green Party), Mary
Harney (back again as leader of the Progressive Democrats).

Get some past exam papers to get familiar with the layout of
the paper — you’ll find sets of these in the school bookshops,
and also at www.examinations.ie. Work out how much time you
will need for each question and stick pretty closely to this. Make
a note of the choices involved.

Exam technique/time management

Note the instructions on the front page of the exam paper. Most
of these will reappear at the start of each section, but there is
one instruction that appears here only: “When you are answer-
ing the questions on this paper, you are expected to answer
from the human rights approach of the CSPE course.”

This means you have to be careful about what solutions you
suggest to problems.

Most of you won’t have a problem with this after three years
of good CSPE teaching, but don’t suggest things like shooting
people who cause social problems, or sending all our refugees
home on the spot. Don’t come across as a racist or a bigoted,
prejudiced person.

The times suggested in the main article to the right are just
my opinion, and are rough guides. Following these guides still
gives you 10 minutes to spare — for example, to allow you to
read back over what you have written. Get to any mistakes be-
fore the examiner does.
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Get to grips with
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THE EXAM PAPER

Section 1 (Suggested time: 15 mins)
Note that you must answer all questions in this section, so you don’t
need to spend time making choices.

You’ll probably get around three questions in this section, and the
answers will be short. Question 1 is likely to be a picture question -
you'll probably be asked to identify some famous faces, but read the
question carefully to know exactly what information is required.

You might be asked to name the person, or to name the party they
belong to, or the position they hold or have held. You might even be
given some prompts.

It’s very hard to predict what will be involved in questions two and
three, but the answers will be short and factual - it’s unlikely you’ll be
asked for any opinions here.

To prepare, get to know important numbers - eg the number of con-
stituencies (42), TDs (166) and MEPs (13 for the Republic of Ireland
and three more for Northern Ireland), the names of well-known Euro-
pean and global bodies (eg UN, EU, Unicef), the work done by various
non-governmental bodies (eg Goal, Concern, Trocaire, Focus Point,
Eco-Unesco), the meanings of Irish language terms, such as Bun-
reacht (constitution), Taoiseach (prime minister), Ténaiste (deputy
prime minister), Seanad (Senate), and the seven concepts of CSPE.

Section 2 (Suggested time: 40 mins)
Note that you have to do only 00000 of the four questions in this sec-
tion, so have a look at all four and decide without much delay which
three you’ll do. For this section, you’ll have an extra page with the ex-
am paper, probably a colour insert, with pictures and text that the
questions will be based on.

These could be based on some campaign, an ad for some project, an
item from the newspapers, or an information leaflet from some organi-
sation relevant to CSPE.

The first questions asked will be simple enough and are likely to be
based entirely on the colour sheet. Later questions will broaden out
the issue, perhaps asking what you or your class could do about this is-
sue - depending on the issue, you might suggest activities such as a pe-
tition, a survey, an awareness-raising campaign, a mock election, a let-
ter, some group activity (eg a clean up, if the issue is a suitable environ-
mental one).

The issues here may well be topical, so you will be rewarded for
keeping up to date with world issues and events related to CSPE.

Section 3 (Suggested time: 25 mins)

In this section you have to do only 000 of four questions given, so
there is quite a generous choice. The questions here will be more sub-
stantial and detailed, but to help you, they will be broken up into sec-
tions, so you won’t be writing an essay like in the English exam.

Read all four questions and don’t spend too long choosing. Which
to choose?

One question might be about some activity you have done in school
(eg a student council election, a visiting speaker, a trip to the Dail or a
courthouse) so it might be a good idea to answer on that - you’ll know
what you are talking about and the ideas will come easily. You will al-
ready have done your thinking.

Again, here you will be dealing with various tasks and activities, and
you may be asked to make out a poster with a slogan — a blank page is
usually provided at the back of the answer book for this.

It’s not an art exam, so you don’t have to be Leonardo da Vinci, but
make sure the poster is relevant to the question, that you include a
suitable image, symbol or logo, and that the text/slogan you use fits
the question and makes its point effectively.

You may also be asked here about CSPE related skills — these could
include letter writing, chairing a meeting, organising an election or pe-
tition, debating, or presenting a case on some issue to your fellow stu-
dents. It’s a good idea to use “-ing” words for this.



